
16 - 17 of October, 2026

BOCAS DEL TORO, 
PANAMÁ FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL PROGRAM

A PROJECT BY



Between 1929 and 1930, the orchestra led by Bocas del Toro native Luis Russell recorded
a series of pieces in New York that are now considered a turning point in the evolution of
jazz.

His contributions helped lay the foundations of the swing era and made him one of the
most influential — yet least known — figures in Panamanian music history.

From the Panamanian Caribbean, Russell became a central figure in the music scenes of
New Orleans, Chicago, and New York, collaborating with legends such as Kid Ory, King
Oliver, and Louis Armstrong, some of the most important figures in the history of jazz.

Inspired by his legacy, the Luis Russell Jazz Festival celebrates the deep cultural and
musical connections between Bocas del Toro, Colón, New Orleans, and Harlem,
highlighting the role that Panama and the Caribbean played in the evolution of jazz during
the 20th century.

Through concerts, educational activities, and cultural exchanges, the festival honors
Panama’s contribution to this music, celebrates the Afro-Caribbean heritage of Bocas del
Toro, and inspires new generations to discover and preserve this extraordinary history.

“The story of Luis Russell is also the story of the Panamanian Caribbean and its
contribution to the development of jazz.”

Luis Russell
THE MAN WHO HELPED CHANGE THE HISTORY OF JAZZ

Vision
Preserve the legacy of Luis Russell.

Mission
Connect Panama, the Caribbean,
and the global history of jazz.

Impact
Inspire new generations of artists,
students, and audiences.

BOCAS DEL TORO → COLÓN → NEW ORLEANS → HARLEM



Time Event Venue Entrance

11:00 a.m.
Special Screening of the documentary "Dreaming Jazz",

directed by Luis Romero
Hou Wang Museum

Free with
registration

1:00 p.m.
Listening Session: Panamanian Calypso as a Musical

Genre, with Jota Ortiz
Hou Wang Museum

Free with
registration

4:00 p.m. Jazz on the Balcony: Street Jazz Ensemble Hotel Calipso Free

4:30 p.m. Festival Parade: Bocas del Toro Fire Department Band Third Street Free

5:00 p.m. Jazz on the Balcony: Sweet Mazi Jazz Band Gran Hotel Bahía Free

6:00 p.m. The Luis Russell Centennial: Luis Carlos Perez Quintet Buena Vista Ticketed

7:00 p.m. Luis Russell Tribute Band Buena Vista Ticketed

8:30 p.m. Living-room Concert: Idania Dowman The Island Tap House Ticketed

9:30 p.m. Refined Jazz Band The Island Tap House Ticketed

10:30 p.m. All-Stars Jam Session The Island Tap House Ticketed

LET’S BUILD THIS LEGACY TOGETHER

From October 16 to 17, 2026, Bocas del Toro will host the first edition of the Luis Russell
Jazz Festival. Your support helps fund artistic programming, educational activities, cultural
exchange, opportunities for emerging artists, and the preservation of Luis Russell’s legacy
and Panama’s Afro-Caribbean heritage.

Friday, October 16



Time Event Venue Admission

11:00 a. m.
Lecture: Luis Russell in New Orleans,
presented by Ariel René Pérez Price

Hou Wang Museum
Free (registration

required)

2:00 p. m.
Masterclass for students of Rogelio

Josué Ibarra School, led by Luis Carlos
Pérez

Hou Wang Museum
Free (registration

required)

4:30 p. m. Rogelio Josué Ibarra School Big Band
Simón Bolívar Park,

followed by a parade to
Carenero Pier

Free

6:00 p. m. Grand Concert – Refined Jazz Band Tropical Arts Resort Ticketed

6:50 p. m. Grand Concert – Luis Carlos Perez
Quintet

Tropical Arts Resort Ticketed

7:40 p. m. Grand Concert - The Mutual Chambers Tropical Arts Resort Ticketed

8:30 p. m. Grand concert - Rumba y Son Tropical Arts Resort Ticketed

9:20 p. m. Grand Concert - Idania Dowman Tropical Arts Resort Ticketed

11:00 p. m. DJ Set by DJ Jota To be confirmed Ticketed

Saturday, October 17
FESTIVAL PROGRAMME



M U S I C  T H A T  T R A N S C E N D S

LET’S BUILD THIS LEGACY TOGETHER

From October 16–17, 2026, Bocas del Toro will
host the inaugural edition of the Luis Russell
Jazz Festival.

Your support will help fund artistic
programming, educational activities, cultural
exchange, opportunities for emerging artists,
and the preservation of Luis Russell’s legacy
and Panama’s Afro-Caribbean heritage.

We invite you to become part of the first
generation of Festival Friends.

1 2 3 4
REFINED 
JAZZ BAND

LUIS CARLOS
PÉREZ QUINTET

IDANIA DOWMAN
“THE LADY OF JAZZ”

RUMBA
Y SON

An ensemble that
celebrates traditional jazz
with energy, elegance,
and a deep respect for
the history of the genre.

Panamanian saxophonist
Luis Carlos Pérez leads a
quintet of contemporary
excellence with deep-
rooted traditions.

The unmistakable voice of
Idania Dowman, an icon of
Panamanian jazz, performing
classics and original
compositions with soul and
elegance.

The flavor of our roots: Afro-
Caribbean rhythms that unite
tradition, community, and
celebration.

OCTOBER
16–17, 2026

BOCAS DEL
TORO
PANAMÁ

@LURUJAZZFEST

LUISRUSSELLJAZZFEST.COM



FESTIVAL FRIENDS PROGRAM

Being a Friend of the LURU Festival is a way to support the first edition of a cultural
initiative that celebrates music, heritage, and community connection in Bocas del Toro.
All donors receive:

Full festival access
Participation in the cultural and educational program
Inaugural edition tote bag (to be delivered during the festival)
Official festival T-shirt (to be delivered during the festival)

DONATION LEVELS

$315 – Best Friend of the Festival
In addition to all the benefits included in the Festival Friends Program, Best Friends will
receive special recognition as part of the founding community of LURU Jazz Fest and will
enjoy priority access during the festival.

$160 – Friend of the Festival
Your support helps make the first edition of LURU Jazz Fest possible and allows you to
be part of this celebration of music, heritage, and community.

BECOME PART OF THE FIRST GENERATION OF FOUNDING FRIENDS

DONATION INFORMATION

BANK TRANSFER

Bank: Banco Nacional
Account Name: Fundación Bocas para Todos
Account Type: Checking Account
Account Number: 10000342650

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

$315 Donation – Click here

$160 Donation – Click here

CONTACT
Natasha McFarlane

Email: lurujazzfest@gmail.com
Instagram: @LURUJAZZFEST

Phone: +507 6459-3427

*Once the donation has been made, please
send the payment confirmation along with

your name to lurujazzfest@gmail.com.

https://cuanto.app/Fundacionbocasparatodos/p/60b519
https://cuanto.app/Fundacionbocasparatodos/p/60b519
https://cuanto.app/Fundacionbocasparatodos/p/cd9204
mailto:lurujazzfest@gmail.com
mailto:lurujazzfest@gmail.com


L E A D E R S H I P  •  T R A N S P A R E N C Y  •  C O M M I T M E N T

RUMBA
Y SON

BUILDING THIS LEGACY TOGETHER

The Luis Russell Jazz Festival is led by a
team of professionals committed to
excellence, transparency, and the
preservation of Panama’s Afro-Caribbean
heritage.
Our collective experience brings together
business leadership, cultural management,
international cooperation, finance, and
community development to ensure a
world-class festival and a lasting impact
in Bocas del Toro.

OCTOBER
16–17, 2026

BOCAS DEL
TORO
PANAMÁ

@LURUJAZZFEST

LUISRUSSELLJAZZFEST.COM

NATASHA McFARLANE
Director of Institutional Relations and
Sponsorships

President of the Bocas Para Todos Foundation.
She leads relationships with public institutions
and sponsors, strengthening strategic
partnerships that ensure the festival’s growth,
sustainability, and cultural impact in Bocas del
Toro.

KELLY BERUBE DE DECARO
Director of Strategic Partnerships

She arrived in Bocas del Toro in 2003 and made
the island her home. An entrepreneur and
graduate of Michigan State University, she is co-
owner of Buena Vista Restaurant, Palma Royale
Hotel, and Super Gourmet. A founding member
of the Bocas Para Todos Foundation, she
promotes partnerships that strengthen the
festival’s growth and sustainability.

AMÉLIE LANGLOIS
Artistic and Musical Director

Since making Bocas del Toro home in 2012,
Amélie Langlois has built a career as a
performer, producer, composer, and arranger
while remaining rooted in jazz. Inspired by
Panama’s rich musical heritage, she has led
numerous cultural initiatives and serves as
Artistic Director of the LuRu Jazz Festival,
celebrating the enduring legacy of Luis Russell.

DARLA THOMAS
Director of Finance and Administration

Certified Public Accountant (CPA), she belongs
to one of the most recognized Raizal families in
Bocas del Toro. She has more than 40 years of
experience in accounting and a decade of
leadership in hotel management, bringing
strength and transparency to the festival’s
financial management.

ARIEL PÉREZ PRICE
Project Manager

A lawyer with a Master’s Degree in Economic
Analysis of Law from the University of Hamburg,
he is also a historian, writer, and cultural
manager. With more than 15 years of
experience in commercial diplomacy, he leads
the festival’s strategic planning and strengthens
partnerships to promote and preserve Luis
Russell’s legacy.

ALESSANDRA BUENO
Executive Director

Chevening Scholar, she holds a Master’s Degree
in Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship from
the London School of Economics (LSE). A
specialist in corporate relations and project
management, she leads strategic partnerships
and initiatives that drive the festival’s growth
and sustainability.
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